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[71 The Conversion of the Savages who have
been baptized in New France dur-
ing this year, 1610.

HE unchangeable word of our Savior Jesus Christ
bears witness to us through the lips of saint
Matthew that Zlzs Gospel of the kingdom, shall

be preached in the whole world, for a testimony to all
nations, and then shall the consummation come. History
shows that the voice of the Apostles has resounded for
several centuries past throughout all the old world,
although to-day the Christian kingdoms form the
smallest part of it. But as to the new world, dis-
covered some hundred and twenty years ago, we
have no proof that the word of God has ever [8]
been proclaimed there prior to these later times;
unless we are to believe the story of Jean de Lery,®
who says that one day as he was telling the Bra-
zilians about the great miracles of God in the crea-
tion of the world, and the mysteries of our redemp-
tion, an old man told him that he had heard his
grandfather say that, many years before, a bearded
man ( Brazilians have no beards) had come among
them and had related something similar; but that
they would not listen to him, and since then had
been killing and eating each other. As to the other
countries beyond the sea, some of them have indeed
a certain vague knowledge of the deluge, and of the
immortality of the soul, together with the future re-
ward of those who live aright; but they might have
handed this obscure doctrine down, from generation
to generation, since the universal deluge which hap-

Matth. 24,
verse 14.



